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TO THE 


Hat thou may ſt profit by thy bear= 
8 27ng or reading of Sermons : 
There 1s. 4 neceſſity of more Paſtors and 
Truchers, to open and apply the Word, © 
than one : Thou muſt af the part of a 
Paſtor and Teacher unto thy ſelf, and 
| thine own Soul, The Miniſters Appli= 
ution without thine own,will be to little 
Þ 1 1 purpoſe. When there 15 the Appli= 

uation of the Word to the heart by prea= 
ang ; and the Application of the beart 
tthe Word preached,by ſerious Medi- 
ation ; when(T ſay) both theſe meet and 
frike one upon the other, there wall, by 
the belp of the ſpirit,(who 1s always rea= 
$ 9 topromote bis mork)be ſome fire ſtruck, 

md a kindling of ſome good things in our 
Þ A 2 Souls 


To the Reader. 
Souls towards the Lord our God, mes | 
ditate on theſe things,ſaith the Apuſth, 
that thy profiting may appear. Reader 
if thou wouldſt meditate well on this plain 
Sermon, and ponder with thy Heart and | 
Soul on theſe plain truths that art her: 
laid down ; thou wouldft doubtleſs find 
them to be bleſſed for thy Spiritual and | 

Eternal advantage : but without this, 

-all will prove but empty words, and the | 
whole Diſcourſe, but as ſo much mater 
ſpilt upon the ground. Thrs Sermon nu | 
calculated for a plain Countrey At- 
artory ; ſuch as it 15,1 mean rude, rough 
and unpoliſbt as it 1s, T let 1t go: Bemg 
mportuned by the earneſt deſires of ſea 

 veral perſons, eſpectally thoſe comern= 
ed for the preaching "of it, to ſeuit } 

forth. And indeed, to tell you the truth, 
if I had never ſo many poliſhed ſoaftsm } 
n 


Fo the Reader.” 


my Ourver (as Thave none) I ſhould not 
are to draw them out in my Miniſteri= 


al work: being convincedin my Soul and 
Conſrrence,that there is very little work 
done for God or Mens Souls this may. 
I don't at all affe# to tickle mens ears 
pith pleaſing Eloguence, or to humour 


* their fancies : Though the flaſby Pro 


feſſors of our Age (whoſe Rehgion hes 


.all in therr fancies, memories or minds, 


fr theres little or nothing of it in their 


*brarts) like nothing elſe; 1 am ſure that 


God in the Scripture doth not labour ta 
pleaſe mens ears, nor to adorn his mat= 
ter with a curious garment of words ; 
tut repreſents the matter it ſelf to the 
Souls of men, as that which 1s worthy . 


| fall acceptation. The things of God 
neg no humane Eloquence to commend 


' them : Painting ſpoils Native Beauty, 


and 


* To the Reader. 
» and external Ornaments would disfigur: 
-ſonit things that are of themſelves Pro= 
portioned and Lovely. It's that price 
 ching which the world counts fooliſh and 
which men being vain mn their imaging= 
ttons are ready to deſpiſe ; that is made 
mighty through God for the caſting 
down the Devils Kingdom, and the ſet= 
ting up the Kingdom of Chriſt mn the 
Souls of men, If God mould pleaſe ty 
bleſs theſe plain things for the good if 
any poor Souls, then I ſbould eafily de= } 
ſpiſe all the exceptions of the Guru, 
and (light all the cavils of the Capti= 
ous. That the Lord may water theſe 
Seeds with his Bleging, fball be my 
Prayer... | 


Farewel: 8} 


Plalm 73. 25, 26. 


. | Flim have I in Heaven but thee * And there 
js none upon Earth that I defire beſides 


F- 

thee. | 
* | My feſb and my heart faileth, but God is the 
; ſtrength of my heart, and my Pertion for 
| © ever, | 

J x. 

f My Beloved, * | 


: HIS Text was bequeathed unto me and you 
- (as 1 nay fay) by the laſt Will and Teſta-'' 

. - ment of a Deceaſed Friend, both mine and 

yours ; which the Lord can make more pro- 

fable to us, than thouſands of Gold and Silver : And 

| lam fure it was the earneſt deſire of her that left it, 

| a it might be bleſt to us all for our everlaſting be- 

| nent, | 

In the firſ# verſe of the Pſalm, the ſweet Singer of 

Þ& ral 'ays down a Conſolatory Propoſition: for the 

Vhole /frael of God, to cheer up and refreſh their 

& Souls withal in their darkeſt and moſt cloudy ſeaſons 

& trouble and afflition----7ruly God is good 20 Iſrael, 

' fren to ſuch as are of a clean heart: As it he ſhould 

| fy, though God may ſeem by his Providence to neg- 

\ ki®the ways of men, and the worlſt in the view and 
RSG judgment -: 
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judgment of ſenſe may ſeem to proſper moſt, and the 

| beit. be. of all men the moſt miſerable; ,yet for all this- 
I am ſure thar thisis a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, That God is goud to his Iſrael, and wit 
do them good. Then to come near to the Text, he 
tells us that God wil guide them, v; 24, by his counſel, 
aud hereafter will receive them to his glory. He ſpeaks 
indeed in the ſingular . number as of himſelf, bur you; 
are to underſtand him in. what he ſays, as perſonating 
all the People of God : Therefore it muſt needs be 
well with the People of God here, fince Infinite -Wiſ. 
dom doth guide and direct them ;' and it ſhall certain- 
ly go well with them hereafter, fince Infinite Glory 
then ſhall &own them : Which bleſſed Eſtate the Pfal- 
miſt eſteemed above all that this world can-afford, ' 
becauſe God in that eſtate will be all in all, in the faith, 
hope, and expeCtation of the. enjoyment of 'him!. for 
ever, knowing that in him he ſhall inherit afl things; 

- he incourages *and corforts his Soul in his preſent 
troubles ; verſe 25. Whom have IT in Heaven but thee ? 
And what is there upon Earth that I deſire befides thee ? 
The words, you ſee, are an Interrogation, which here 
hath the force of a Negation : Thus, there is nothing, - 
Lord, in my Judgment, either in Heaven above, or on: 
the Earth beneath, that is of 'any real worth and 
value to me, or affords any comfort to my Soul be- 
ſides thy ſelf. Now the doGtrinal Obſervation which * 
I ſhall draw from hence 1s this, OP | 


Dot. That God is the All of a grarious and god- , 
ly Soul. RT 
Other things to him are but as Cyphers, that ig: 


nifie nothing, arc but as ſhadows, which are ſome! F 
thing / * 


a 


upon Pſalm 73: 25, 26. 3 
thing in ſhew, but nothing in ſubſtance ; the things 
that the men of the world court and adore, the 
Trinity which the world doth worſhip, which are 
earthly pelf, fleſhly plea- 

ſure, and airy honour, 

are nothing, leſs than nothing, and vanity in compa- 

pariſon to him, unto ſuch a Soul. Take this in two 
| of three particulars. 


Hac tria pro trins numine mundus habe. 


. 1. This gracious Soul ſees all things in God: I am 
Gd All-Jufficient, faith God to Abraham, and I ſee 
thou art ſo, faith this Soul to God. In thy breaſts 
are all things (as the Hebrew word imports) out of 
which we may draw, and ſuck every thing” that we 
need, either for the vile Body, or the precious Soul; 
he ſees by an Eye of Faith, and the Viſion of an en- 
lghtned mind, that all things are. in God comprehen- 
fuely, eminently, virtually, ſuperlatively ; according 
to what we read, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcomes ſhall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God, The carnal 
teart makes nothing of God, P/ſal. 10. 4. He is not 
10 all his thoughts ; God is not worth his thinking 
of; he Idolizes God, as it he were nothing in the 
wrld, and he Deifies the Creature, making that a 
God : He ſees nothing in him, no excellency at all 
why he ſhould deſire bim ; He prefers the dung and 
drols of the world before him, and is a lover of theſe 
things more than God ; tl:cſe broken Ciſterns thar 

& od no water, he prefers before the Fountain of living 

MW NVaters. But the gracious Soul ſees all rhings 1n him, 

Bd that all things which we can deſire are wot 70 be 
S ared to him. 


& 3b B 2, He 
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2. He accounts nothing miſery but to be ſeparate 
from God. There is no ſorrow, faith this Soul, to 
this ſorrow ; all other ſorrows laid in the ballance he 
finds but 'Jight. He had rather chufe to beg with 
God, than to reign without him: He had rather 
die with God, that 1s, in the Arms of his Merey, 
and in the Boſom of his Love, than live without 
him, in the affluence and confluence of all creature. 
comforts, enjoyments and delights. ic ure hic ſeca, 
faith this Soul, Burn me Lord, wound me, rend and 
tear me with the Brzers and Thorus of the moſt orie- 
vous aftli&ions, for this do I chuſe, and this is inh- 
nitely more eligible unto me, with the enjoyment of 
thy ſelf, than to live without God in the world, in 
the Sun-ſhine of all its favours, and to bathe my ſelf 
all my days in the River of its pleaſures and delights, 
Much rather would this Soul be with Fob upon the 
Dung-hill, groaning under the burden of all his for- 
rows ; or with Lazarus at the Rich man's door, co- 
vered all over with Sores and Ulcers from the crown 
of the head to the ſoles of his feet, than to be with: 
ou# God. 

But you may fay, Are not theſe things miſeries? 
Surely they are; for a Poor creature to have no 
ſoundneſs in his fleſh, and to have no reſt in his bones, 
to be chaſtned with pains, to be feeding on Worm- 
wood, and drinking the waters of Gall all the day, 
and all the night long to be pinched with Poverty, 
to lie upon the wrack of continual pains, to be always 
under griefs and groans ; are not theſe miſeries ? 


Anſ. Yes, they are mala & miſerie in ſe, but not 


ad hominem iſtum ; 1 mean, that they are evils and | 
miſeries 


upon Pſalm 73. 25, 26. L- 
miſeries in themſelves, and ſo they are to all others, 
hut not to that man that hath the Lord for his God : 
Therefore faith the Apoſtle, Row. 5. 1, 2. We glory 
i tribulations, having peace with God : Tribulations 
ze to us no tribulations ; all our maladies are now 
turned into medicines, our croſſes into comforts ; all 
theſe things ſhall work together for our good. God's 
People ſhall gather Grapes of all their Thorns, and 
figs of all their Thiſtles : All their bitter Waters of 
Marah ſhall be turned into ſweet Wine unto them : 
God will comfort them in all their for- | 
rows, for he will not leave them comfort- wo. 
kf, but will come unto them : The fruit of all ſhall 
te the taking away their fin, and the making them 
partakers of his holineſs : When they fall into the 
Waters of Aﬀli&tion, it's that they may be waſhed 
there ; when they fall into the Fire of Tribulation, i 
is, that they may be purged there : With theſe God 
proves them that he may do them good in the latter 
«d : All ſhall work for the increaſing their Grace, 
and preparing them for Glory, and the adding more 
weight of Glory to their Eternal Crown. Theſe are 
rfraints to them from doing evil ; oF perAormuy 


| almuamer EMT XMTES, and S pars tO them, to provoke 


and excite them to good. In a word, there is no evil 
befals any one that hath an intereſt in God, but what 
ſhall be turned to a far greater good, than that is an 
wil; therefore under all, they ſhould with Zabatkak, 
ſoy in the Lord, and rejoyce in the God of their ſal- 


vation, 


3- He accounts nothing bleſſedneſs and happineſs but 


| tobe united to him ; to be one with him, and to live 


B 2 IN 


—_ Ls 
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in the enjoyment of him : Pal. 144. 2, laſt: __ 


are the people that are in ſuch a caſe, even the people 
that have the Lord for their God. Nihil bouun fine 
ſummo bono ; There can be no good without the chiec. 
eſt and beit good: Therefore thoſe terre filij, thoſe 
men of the world, that you.read of, Amos 6. 5, 6 7. 
that did lie upon their Beds of Ivory, and ſtretch them. 
ſelves upon their Couches, and did eat. the Lamls out 
of the Flock, and the Calves out of the mid(| of the 
Stall, that did chaunt to the ſound of the Viol, aud in- 
vent to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick, like David, 
that did drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves 
with the chief Ointments, are ſaid, verſe 13. to.rejoyce. 
in a Fhieg of nought : Intimating to us, that they did 
put a value upon nothing, and made themſelves glad 
with Dreams and Fancies, as Mad-men uſe to do:- We 
muſt derive our joy from the Eternal Spring, which is 
God himſelf;elſe our joy will quickly be turned into for 
row, becauſe rhat Well out of which we did draw our 
Water, will be dryed up. In 1 Fchn 1. 4, 5, Theſe 


things write I unto you, that your joy may be full; and 


what he was writing about, we read before, about fe 
lowſhip with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt: 
That you may. have fellowſhip with us ; and truly our 
fellowſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſu 
Chriſt : And truly unleſs we attain to that bleſſed fel- 
lowſhip, we can never have wverum . aut plenum gat 
dium, that 1s, true. or full joy. 


2. But you may ſay, Is not this happineſs, to havg 
what heart can with 2 For a man to have his defires 


attend him all the days of his life, and to have all | 
th2 reams of the Creature to concur together to | 


bring 


— —NT a 4. i. Ore _ 


| por. Plalm 73. 25, 26. " 


bring him ſatisfaction ; to be like the Rici man in the 
Goſpel, to be cloth:d. with Pu'jle, and to fare deli- 
ciully every day ? 


Aiſi This.is . indeed no happineſs, no bleſſedocſs 
without God at all ; becauſe without him there is no- 
fling bleſſed, but every thing curſed which we do en- 
joy, ſal. 69. 22. Their Table becomes a ſnare, how 
well furniſhed ſoever it may ſeemto be, and that which 
fold otherwiſe have been for their welfare, is turned 
ntoa trap, by which they are taken and ſnared unto 
their deſtruction, . Fob 29. 18. Their Portion is curſed 
i the Earth : It may be a large, a very plentiful and 
ſately Portion, and men may bleſs them becauſe . of 
it, but the Lord abhors them, and the Curſe of the 
Lard is upon- them and their Portion : They were 
eter indeed ten thouſand times have no mear, than 
ſich fawce. Solomon tells us, that the pro- 
ſprity of - foo!s doth deftroy them, and 1s as 
:Sword in their bowels to them : Their Cups of 
peafure and delight, are but ſweetned draughts of 
mortal Poyſon : 1 his rhe godly man ſeeth by Faith, 
and that this Poiſon will work 1n a little time in a vi- 
ible way, and they will be brought into deſolation 


rov. 1.32, 


een in a moment. 


FE £ 


Examine your ſelves whether God be your All ; Can 
jou fay, Whom have we in Heaven but thee, and that 
litre is nothing on Earth that we deſire beſides him ? 
Prove your own ſelves by this Touchſtone ; try your 


res by this Weight and Ballance of the Ty: 
| ; 


"me 
# x 
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If you do not attain to this, you are reprobate 511. 


wer, and the Lord will rejeft you. We have reaſon 


to examine our 'ſelves about this matter. | 
x. Becauſe there are but few that make God their 
All: Many give him glorious Titles, and challenge 


an. intereſt in him ; they call him their Lord, thei 


God, and their King, yet in their ſerious and prz 
Qical thoughts have higher eſtimations of lying ve. 


ities, than of God bleſſed for ever. Many there 


are that hear the Word of the Lord; they come 
before him as his people uſe to do, and fit he. 
fore him as his people uſe to fit, but amongſt theſe 
how few are to be found that make him their All, 
that look for. no happineſs, no comfort, no good but 
in the enjoyment of him 2 

2. We have reaſon to examine, becauſe of the ne 
ceſlity of it, it muſt be done : Woe unto us if it be 
not done; we are no Chriſtians without it; we are 


not in the ſtate of Grace, if this be not : We are no 


more Saints whatever our Profeſſion may be, than the 


 piflure or carkaſs of a man is a man, Oh! if we do 


not make God our All, though we may ſeem to be 
ſomething, and- may deceive our ſelves and otherz, 
yet in God's account we are nothing, and God will 


-make nothing of us, 2. e. will have no regard of us, 


or reſpe&t unto us another day. To help us now a 


little in our enquiry about this matter, 1 ſhall give you 


a few CharaQteriſtical Marks of ſuch a Soul as makes 
God his All. 


rt. This Soul will love to draw near to God: To 
draw near to him by Faith, by Prayer, and 1n all the 
Duties and Ordinances of his Worſhip : you read Fo 


a SS» x— MtKn > Aa oY yrs fan. fa wn RC eG oo 
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upon Pſalm 73. 25, 26. S- 


the laſt verſe of this 73 P/a/m: It is good for me to 
law near to God : So faith every one that makes God 
ts All: Oh 1 love to draw near to God, 
Ow day in the Courts of the Lord is better Plalm84. 10. 
me than a thouſand elſewhere. 1 was pfaim 14s, x, 
rad when they ſaid unto me, Come let us 

gp into the houſe of the Lord + Whilſt others fay un- 
to God, Depart from us, we deſire' not the knowledge 
of thy ways, Job 21. 14. And again, chap, 22. 17. 
They ſaid unto God, Depart from us, and what can the 
fimighty do for us > We ſhall get no good by Gods 
dawing near to us, nor by our drawing nearto him ; 
udinthe 15th verſe of the 21 chap. of Fob, What i the 
Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him ? and what profit ſhould 
x have if we pray unto him > This is the language of the. 


 nenof the world, their words are indeed 


font againft the Lord; but faith the Soul that MAL 3-03. 

makes God his All, it's good for me ; whatſoever the 
[ntiments and apprebenfions of carnal ones are, this I am 
fre of, it's good for me; Ibclieve it tobe good, and1 
le found it to be good ; all the people of God fay it's 
god for them, and I will ſay it's good for me, todraw 
kar to God : Lord, faith Peter, Whither ſhould I go but 
wo thee? Thou haſt the words of eternal life : Lord 
th this Soul, Whither ſhould I go but unto thee 2 7 
Ine, love to come to thee, tor thou art my All, 


% my Springs are in thee, and flow from 
ee. 


4 He wone that fears to ſia againſt God: He fears. 
weed nothing more ; his Motto is, N/ nift pec- 


Um time; There is nothing in all the world that - 


Lkar more than ſin, becauſe this is the only thing 
ED that 
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that can ſeparate between him and his God ; and' that 
can make a partition wall betwcen him and his prea 
All. Hefears fin more than ſuffering, ard will chuſe 
ir rather than iniquity ; becaute ſuffering doth not 
ſeparate between the Soul and God. He fears fin 
more than poverty, than ſickneſs, - than death it felf 


tor none of theſe can ſeparate between the Col 
and God. - He knows what is expreſt, Rom. 8, ver, 
25, &c. That tribulation, diſtreſs, perſecution, famine, 
nakedueſs, peril or ſword ; neither height nor dejth, 
death or life, 1. e. The pains of death, or the affli 
Rions and ſorrows of lite, car ſeparate from the lone 
of God in Chriſt Feſus ; therefore he fears fin more 
than all. Sin is againſt God, ſuffering is only affligive 
to- the Creature. It's fin only that cauſes God to 
hide his Face from us, and-to ſet his Face againſt 
Us. | 


3. When other things ' come into Competition 
with God, this Soul that accounts God his All, will 
leave them, and cleave to God, If he can't injoy Fa- 
ther and Mother, Brethren and Siſters, Houſes and 
Lands with God, he will leave them all, becauſe they 
arenot his All, and will cleave to God. As Rath lett 
her Kindred, and her Fathers houſe, and joyned her ſelf 
to Naomz - Andasit's ſaid, a man ſhall leave his Father 
and Mother, and ſhall cleaye to his Wite ; in like man- 
ner will that Soul do, whoſe All the Lord 1s: As 
Mephiboſheth ſaid, 7 et Ziba take all, fiice the Fig 
zs returned in peace, 2 Sam. 19. 2g So ſaith he, Lt 
all go, I am willing to forgo them all ; if G2d wil 
return to me #n peace, and abide with me, I ſhall 
ſay, My ines are fallen in a frutſul place, and tru 

T have a geodly beritage, Sometimes we ons ſee a 
| ervant 


L upon Plalm 73. 25, 26. It 
Sryant following two Gemlemen, but unto which 
of theſe the Servant belongs, we can't- tell, until 
| they part aſunder, and then the Servant will go with 
the one, and leave the other. While we can haye 
| | God and the world both, ir's hard to fay which is 
our Al, and which is our Maſter that we deſire to 
» | feve; but when they come to part aſunder, and 
l we can no longer injoy God and the world toge- 
"| ther, that Soul whoſe All the Lord is, will reſolve 
 Þ vith Joſbua, that he will ſerve the Lord; and as the 
Needle in the Compaſs leaves all the other points 
1nd ſtands. to the North, ſo will he leave all his - 


ather injoyments, and joyn himſelf to the Lord in 
© | neverlaſting Covenant 70 love the name of the Lord, 
: h fear him, and ſerve him for ever. 
. 4 Sach as theſe will not be envious at the fooliſh 
phe they ſee the proſperity of the wicked, I mean, 
n I 4s temptation will not abide in and upon them 


11 {} fy will not remain under the power of it, though 
ley may be ſurprized with it, but they will ſoon get 
4 Rot of it. He that makes God his All, cannox but 
ke, that tho' they ſeem to poſſeſs all things, yet indeed 
& I fy have nothing ; that they are more to be pitied 
15 Yan to be envyed; ang that they have greater cauſe 
b weep and howl even in the fulneſs of their ſuffi- 
tency, than they have to rejoyce and be glad. It's 
kd of Fehoſhaphat, that he had Silver and God in 
tundance, Riches and Honour in abundance, z Chros, 
".5, 6. bur his heart was life up to God in the ways 
God: He valved not himſelf by his Riches and 
Honour, but by his relation to God, and intercit in 
ln; without whom all other things had been bur 
C low-priz d 
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low-priz'd Commodutes,andof very little account with 
him, The wicked man's Riches, Honours and good 
things are his All ; for what hath. he more 2 God pays 
them their Portion in the Would's Coin, and in a little 
while will ſay unto them, Tou have received your Cox- 
ſolation : And then they will wiſh rhat they had 
begg'd their Bread with Lazarus on Earth, rather 
than their Water with Dives in Hell. Oh! pity thefe 
miſerable Souls ; they have nothing within them or 
without them, that can do them. any good : They 
have nothing but. Sin within them, and that will 
damn them; they have nothing but the World with- 
out them, and that -cannot ſave them ; no, it will 
prove a heavy Mill-ſtone about their necks, which yill 
ſink them down deeper into the Gulf of Eternal Woe 
and Miſery. ; 


I now paſs on to the next, which is the 26th verſe: 
My fleſh and my heart faileth, but God is the ſtrength | 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. Where you 
have the Pſalmiſls Complaint; And ſecond!y, the Pſal- 
miſts-Comfort. In the former part of the verſe, you 
find him going forth weeping, My fleſh and my heart 
faileth; but becauſe he had within him precious ſeed ; 
( For light is ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs for 
the upright in heart : This ſeed is already ſown un 
their Hearts and Souls;) Therefore in the latter part 
of the verſe, we find him returning again rejoycing with - 
his Sheaves in his boſom : But God is the us ot of 
my heart, and my portion for ever. We will firſt con- 
ſider his Complaint; My fleſh and my heart faileth, 
z, e. will fail; my fleſh” will fail, my heart will fall 
ina /ittle time : He ſpeaks in the preſent tenſe, 8 

notifc 
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upon Plalm 73. 25, 26. 13 
notific the certainty of the failure: Such forms of 
ſpeech are frequently ufed in Scripture: Babylon is 


fallen, is fallen-+-4. e, Batylon ſhallas ſurely fall as if it 


were fallen already, The Scripture ſpeaks often of 
things that wiil be done, as 1f they were at preſent 
done, Rom. 8. Whom Le juſtified, them be glorified; 
that is, they ſhall as certainly be glorified, as if they 
were already in the Kingdom of Glory. Thus here, 
My fleſh and my heart faileth, that. is, it's ſure and 
ertain that ir will be ſo: My fleſh, my heart ; we arc 
not to underſtand it exclyhve, as if it wete only ap- 
propriate to himſelf, and were not the caſe of others 
15 we'll as his ; no, but you are to underſtand it z#- 
curve, as meant of all that dwell in theſe fle/hly 7a- 
beracles and Houſes of Clay : This isa common caſe ; 
there is no exemption from this general Calamity 
and Affliction The Do@rine from hence, ( which I 


I fall but briefly infiſt on) is this : 


Do&t. That the fleſh and the heart of every man 
will certainly fail. , | 


Though at prefent this fleſh of ours may flourith 
3 the Graſs ; and may be in its teauty as the FHower 
in the field ; yet as the Graſs ſoon withereth, and 
the Flower foon fadeth, fo will it be with our fleſh. 


Though at prefent, theſe hearts of ours may be ſound 


ad ſtrong, though they are every moment moving 
an] beating in our boſoms, always opening or ſhut- - 
ting. Still buſie either 1n a way oft contraCtion 


Or dilatation ; but ere long all this work will fail, 


flis motion will ceaſe, the heart will faint and ſuc- 
umb, and the ſtrings of it will be broken in pieces. 
Cz Mans 
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Mans fleſh and heart will ſurely fail: I ſhall in « 
few words animadvert, , my 


i. Vponthe failing of mans Fleſh. 

2. On the failing of mans Heart : And then, 

2. Shew whence this failing. proceeds and duth: 
ariſe: And, 

4. Make ſome brief Application. 


1. Mans Fleſh that will fail : Fleſh ſometimes is 
taken in Scripture, Senſu morali, or rather, immoral; 


& corrupto; in a moral, or immoral. and corrupt 


ſenſe ; for the depraved Nature, tor the unregenerate 
Part in man: As in Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh Infteth againſ 
the ſpirit. Rom. 7. 18. {nu my fleſh there dwelleth m 
good thing. So in Gal. 5. 19. The works of the fleſh 
are manifeſt, &c. But this is not the meaning of it 
here. Though this fleſh ſhall fail, and doth fail, for 


in- every regenerate Soul, it is dying daily. Sin in 


the Godly hath loſt its Sword.” So that it cantckill; 


it hath loſt its Scepter, ſo that it can't rule, andin a: 


few days it ſhall loſe its Being, its Habitation and Re- 
fidence. The death of the. Body ſhall be the deſtruſtion 
of the body of death. Now fin is dying in them; it 
hath received a deadly wound,but then it ſhall breathe 
out its laſt, and live no longer, to be-a Thorn in ther 


Eyes, or a Goad in their Sides, to vex and diſquiet.. 


their righteous Souls, as now. it doth from day to 
. day : Then this curſed Inmate ſhall be turned out.of 
doors, and Grace ſhall dwell alone in the Soul for 
ever. This body of death is now under a Curſe, and 
then the Curſe of the barren Pig-tree ſhall fall upon it, 
and no fruit ſhall ever grow on it more, : 
ut 
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Upon Plalm 73: 258, 26. 15” 

But ſecondly ; Fleſh is taken and to be underſtood 
{enſu naturali & phy/ico, in a natural and phyſical ſenſe; 
1nd thus we are to take it here : For the fleſhly pare 
of man, that fleſhly ſubſtance that our bones are co- 
vered-withal ; that fleſhly Tabernacle in which the 
Soul of man doth dwell : This fleſh will fail,Z7ſa qo. 6,7: 
All fleſh is graſs, and. the goodlineſs thereof as. the flower 
of the feld-z the- graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth, 
þ will the fleſh : All the goodlineſs of zt, its comelineſs, 
fremth and beauty, all will fail : A blaſt will come 
won all, which will cauſe it to wither -and decay, 
which. will turn- it into rottenneſs, and make it become 
like a Moth-eaten garment, Job 13. 28. How beautiful 
ſever you may now. be, in a few days your beauty 
ſhall be turned into deformity : And how ſtrong ſo- 
er you at preſent . be, it will not be long but this 
feb of yours will become ſo weak, thar it will not 
te able any longer to hold zhe ſpirit, The Lord hath 
#termined a Conſumption to come upon all fleſh, 1/a. 
8.22, and he hath many ways and methods to bring 
t about: As1n Dent. 28. 21, 22. Either by the peſti» 
lace, or a fever, or an inflammation, or an extream 
turning, or the ſword, &c. How many hundred dif- 
als and diſtempers are there up and down in the 
world, effecting this determined conſumption : If God 
meany one of them a Commilſſion to come to us, 
ad to effe&t the ſame (as ſurely at one time or 0- 
tier he will ) then will our Beauty conſume away as 
| moth, and this blow of his hand will make our fleſh to 
al, | 


2, Mans heart will fail. This heart of man, which 
k that part that 1s pramum vivens, and ultimum mo- 
riens 
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riens in him, which is firſt alive, and dies laft ; thi 
heart will fail, grow cold and dic away : It dies 
lait, but die it muſt. This ftrorg hold in man wil 
be ailaulted, and forced, o/c; veicns, Whether it 
will or no, to ſurrender to the power of ficknel 
and death : Sickneſs will come and cloſely beſiege 
it ; one Diſeaſe and Diſtemper or another will gire 
it a Summons ; then Death will come, that Mighty 
Conqueror, and break the very ſtrings of it, and {6 
quite ſubdue it. Thus, as you read Eccleſ. 12. wer. 6, 
This golden bowl will be broken, and the pitcher will te 
broken at the fountain, and the wheel wall le broken at 
the ciſtern ; that is, the heart of man, with all the 
tuſtrumental and ſubſervient parts, whereby ſupplies 
of Blood and Spirits are conveighed from it, into 
the ſeveral parts of the Body, will break and fail 
and the Offices of theſe parts will ceaſe, and be per- 
formed no more. 


3. We are to ſhew ſjrom whence this failing doth 
proceed, The anſwer to this Queſtion, hath occaſ- 
oned many ſerious thoughts amongſt the Wiſe men 
of this world ; 1 mean, amongſt many Sage Heathens 
and Profound Philoſophers ; theſe evils and miferies 
they were ſenſible of, and complained of them ; but 
the riſe and original of them they could not come to 
the knowledge and underſtanding of: This wiſdom 
and underſtanding was too deep for them to ſound 
with their line of reaſon, and too difficult for them to 
attain unto: Therefore they looked upon death, and 
all the failings and tendences thereunto to be a com 
mon Tribute, laid upon every Creature to pay ; © 


be an Univerſal Law that all Mankind muſt = 
a 


upon Pſalm 73. 25, 26: I7 
and ſubmit to : And to have the ſame reaſon that 
| other rutations and changes have, . which they did 
ff f in the courſe of mature every aay : And they: 
ul could render no other reaſon, but the ſame which 
i they gave when they ſaw other things diſſolved in- 
 ' p their Elements: This is a common fate, Sic fata 
Sd | whit: Its fo appointed by the Higher Powers ; 
'© | hut the reaſon of the appointment they could not 
” | fond out. And becauſe they did apprehend no far- 
bo ther, it's no great wonder why they did fear death 
and diſſolution no more than they did ; but rather 
a apefted or deſired it, as a reſt from their labours, 
@ | mndancnd of all their ſorrows and miſeries. 


n But God hath ſhewn in his Word unto us the 
0 } tne cauſe of all our woe, and the original of our 
fling and dying ; that all proceeds from mans {in ; 
F | Hin ile lachrym@; from this curſed root of bit- 
"yme. , 
temeſs doth ſpring and ariſe all our Worm-wood 
ad Gall, Rom. 5. 12. By one mans diſobedience fin 
 tntred into the world, and death by ſin : Death with 
al its appurtenances, with all that leadeth to it, and 
al the miſeries that follow after it; all are the iſſues 
'and products of fin: There had been. no ſickneſs, 
; nodeath, no failing of heart or fleſh, had there been 
| {| fin. Manthath ſown unto the fleſh, and therefore 
f the fleſh muſt reap corruption, Gal. 6. 8. Sin as na- 
; | ally produceth theſe evils, as every Secd doth 
produce and ſend forth its own Z#erb : It's this that 
| {| Uth opened the Sluce, and ler in that Tnundation 
« miſeries, that we poor Creatures are aſſaulted and 
OFer-whelmed withal. It's ſtoried, Of a Perſon tra- 


ling in Germany, and beholding the rains and de- 
ſoſations 


( 
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Fy 
vF 


'1$ A Funeral Sermon 
Hac ſunt peccata Germanorum ; that is, theſe ruins 
and deſfolations are the Germans fins ; meaning, tha 
their ſins and provocations were the - procuring cauſe 
of all their miſchiefs and miſeries. James 4. wer, x, 
The Apoſtle propoſes a queſtion, and gives the re. 
lation of it : From whence ( ſaith he ) come wars and 
feghtings, with all their miſchievous and deſtruftive tx 


zendances-? He tells us, they come from the lufts of 


men that war . in their members againſt the Lord, and 
againſt their own peace, comfort and tranquillity, 
I here had been nothing but: good Seed in the- whole 


Creation, which would have brought forth good 


fruit, had not man by his fin ſowed zares: There 
had been no pricking bryar, nor grieving thory, there 
had been nothing to hurt or deſtroy in the whoke 


. Univerſe, had it not been. for mans ſin : Man hath - 


ſewed the wind, and reaps the whirl-wind. 


' We wilt now make ſonge brief Application, and 
diſpatch this point. | 


V-$ £1. 


| Let's all look to this, that all be well within with: 


our Souls and Spirits, -becauſe theſe 4s 4 and fas 
lures will certainly come upon our fle 

hearts - Oh look to your Souls, and ask them often 
how they do? And whither they are not in ganget 


of failing too? I mean of being loſt and undone for 
ever. Ohir's fad to have a jailing Body, and ape 
riſhing Soul; to have a pained and languiſhing Body; -' 


and to have a pained and dying Soul ; troubles —_ 
: out . 


folations which the Wars had made there ; that he faid || 


and our: - 


' cat-and terrors within ; this muſt needs be doleful 
ind diſmal : The ſpirit of a man wif bear the infirmi- 
ties and failings of the Body, if that be but ſound, 
id in a good condition ; but if that be wounded 
nd galled with the guilt of fin and apprehenſions 
of wrath, what is there rhen to help us to bear 2 


SEAS +: 


Let's think ſeriouſly of this failing : Make me to © 
now how frail 1 am, Pſalm 39. 4. Help me to ap- 
Sphend'and conſider what a poer failing Creature - 
am, faith David ; thoſe of you that have Bones 
full of Marrow, and Breaſts of Milk, that are in your 
Health and Strength, and ſeem to flouriſh like rhe 
men Bay-tree ; Oh conſider this and lay it to heart, 
Þ that your Fleh and your Hearts muſt fail before ir 
long. The Lord help us fo to conſider it, that 
w may apply our hearts tro Wiſdom ; Oh that there . 
fo Be ſuch an Heart within us! FEcclef. 11 's. If a 
war live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet 

&t bim remember the days of darkneſs, for they will 
kmayy, Oh don't let us forget the days of dark- 

* WF 0; ler us not put away from us the evil days of 
th: Y Up, of trouble and afflition, becauſe they will 
a I firedly come upon us. Some Heathens accounted 
ur. {* true Wiſdom and found F h:loſophy to meditate 
en © fn of Death : To be ſure this would be of excel- 
& {ft uſe, and would much conduce to the promoti- 
or Jof Picty and true Religion, if we would be much 
x FÞ meditation on this Subje&t. Ler it be much in 
- Wir thoughts in your /yizg down, and in your rifng 
.» $9 your going out, and in your coming zn, at 
| 2 D | home 
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heme and abroad ; Oh conſider that your Fleſh ang. 
your Heart muſt fail in a little time. This frequens 
ly conſidered on, and often revolved in our minds 
would ( by the aſſiſtance and operation of the $9, 
\ rit of grace) doubtleſs better us to a far higher & 
gree than yet we have attained unto. 7 


' 1, We ſhould werily be leſs earthly than we are 
did we ponder this more in our hearts than we do, 
We ſhould not be ſo much concerned- about the Body 
and the things thereof as we are, did we ſeriouſly 
.confider this : Certainly men would not ſpend their 
days, waſte their lives, proſtitute their Conſcience, 
in making previfion for their Fleſb, and in getting ſup- 
plies for their Bodies ; did they ſeriouſly conſider 
that this Fabrick of the Body, this Tabernacle of 
duſt, this Houſe of clay, is falling down about their 
ears, and then-what profit will they have of all that 
they cared for, and laboured after under the Sun? 
"Were this well confidered, we ſhould not be fo like 
the Serpent as we are, which goes on its Belly and 
feeds on Duſt. Mens Souls cleave unto the duſt as 
David ſpeaks, though in another, ſenſe, P/al. 119. 15. 
Adbarent pavimento : They are as if they were all 
Fleſh, and had no Spirit to mind at all, as if they 
were all Body, and had no Soul, which would not 
be, if this were well confidered by us. 


2. We ſhould be ſurely more heavenly than we at, 
if we did meditate more on the failing of our Fleſh 
and our Heart. We ſhould: be more heavenly in out! 
Converſations, in. our. Communications, in our Hea 
and AﬀeQions, in- our Labours and Indeavours. 18 
woul 


pon'Plalm 73: 28, 26. >»? 
' ajbnld) cauſe us to groan to be delivered out of this 
failing Tabervacle, and'to be cloathed' upon with our 
Houſe which us from Feaven, Here we have no con- 
tinuing ©.ity, faith the Apoſtle, Zeb. 12; 14. There is 
not a Houſe in ic, bur what is failing, decaying, and 
even ready to drop down : Therefore we ſeek oxe 
4 come; even a Cuty that hath Foundations, and 

re, | wilneverfail, whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
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ar Þ Let's from hence learn to hate fin to a greater de- 
& ' gree than yet we do. This is the evil of evils; the 
P | grateſt evilofall evils; and theevil that is the cauſe 
er {of ll our other evils : It's this that doth us all the 
of F miſchief : All our Conſumptions, our Pains, Dif- 
el $ twaſes, Diſtempers, Failings come from this cauſe. 
"I BY ſtrange indeed, that men ſhould be in love with 
n? F their deadly Enemy ; that they ſhould entertain it 
ike & { their Boſoms, that they ſhould lodge it ſo near 
00 their Hearts : That they ſhould nouriſh this Viper 
5 Y vhich will gnaw out their very Bowels, and will 
5 | furedly feed upon the Nlaughters and ruins of its 
dF fare lovers. Oh-if we love our fins we are cruel 
ji "nto our own Souls. If any man among our ſelves, 


'houkd cake away - our Moriey, ſhould fafl upon us, 
| 1nd beat, and wound'us, or deprive us of any world- 
accommodation ; how eafily can we hate ſuch a 
- arſon; and iHow hardly be reconciled to him? Oh 
| ; farm to hate fin ; 'all ye rhat love the Lord hate 
" Wi}; ul ye that love Your ſelves, that love your 
1 Wo, tits" Tint Fhere's nothing 'rnore prejudicial 
Wo &{uAF2 t0'us: This: is the Enemy that _ 
"  < D 2 an 
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dies, and ruins our Souls: This is the Enemy that {. 


parates the Sou! from the Body, and God from the 
Soul, TE 


Thus we have done with the Pſalmiſts complaint, 
My Fleſh and my Heart faileth, there's the dark fide 
of the Cloud: We paſs on now to the bright ſide 
thereof; which is the Pſalmiſts comfort, But God 
the ſtrength of my Heart, and wy portion for ever. Thus, 
as in 1 Sam. 30. 6; he encouraged himſelf is the Lord 
his God ; and in the view and apprehenſion of the 
failing of his fleſh and his heart, theſe conſolations 
did refreſh and delight his Soul. 


Here I ſhall only glance a little upon theſe three - 


particulars, which may ſerve for ſo many Dofrind 
Obſervations. ; 


1. That God is the Believers ſtrength. 
2. That God is the Believers portion. 
3. That God is the Believers everlaſting portion. 


| Every one of theſe is a Well of Salvation, out of 
which with the Bucket of Faith, we may draw out 


abundance of the Waters of Conſolation to chear our 


Hearts withal in our greateſt troubles. 


r. God is the Believers ſtrength : From God he 
hath ſtrength, 1. 7o bear his burdens, Alas | witt- 
out the ſtrength of God, we ſhould faint in the day 


of adverſity, becauſe ,our frength is ſmall : God, puts\ ® 
underneath his everlaſting arms, and enables them * 
to 


and wounds us ; this weakens and debilitates our Bo. | 
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wo bear: He ſtrengthens them with a might by his 


' Spirit in the inward man ; and helps to undergo the 


niſcries, infirmities and burdens, that are upon the 


| qutward man, therefore by Faith we ſhould caſt all 


our burdens upon him, tor he hath promiſed to 
ofain w, Pal. 55.22. He will give us ſhoulders 
ſuitable to our burdens, or elfe ſuite our burdens to 
cur ſhoulders. 


2. From God he hath ſtrength to do his Duties : 
bs he gives ſhoulders tor every burden, he hath for 


- wto bear, ſo he gives hands for every piece of work 


he hath for us to do: Alas! Without him we, can do 
nothing, as the Hand can do nothing without the 
Head, the Body can do nothing without the Soul ; 
no more can we 'do, without the ſtrength of God : 
Therefore where-ever there is a command that finds 
w work, there is always a ſuitable promiſe to find 
w ſtrength: 7 wil/ cauſe you (ſaith God) to walk 
in my ways, my grace ſhall be made ſufficient for you : 


| Goddoth not deal with us as the Egypiian Taskmaſters 


dd with the ſrae/ites, who required Brick, but 
yould give them no Straw : God doth not require 
Duty and Service of us, and leave us to get ſtrength 
todo it, where we can; no, but is pleaſed gract- 
uſy topromiſe, that he will gzve what he doth com- 
mand, and that his Spirit [hall help our infirmities, 
ad that he will ſtrengthen us unto the performance 
devery good work. 


3. From God he hath ſtrength to overcome his cor- 


| mptions., Were it not for the power of God reſting 
"F © tliem, and working in them, theſe Sons of Zer. 


viah 
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 "wiah would be too hard for them; theſe min | 
Philiſtines would certainly vanquiſh and overcome. 
them. Therefore he goes out againſt them in the 
: Name of the Lord, as Pavid did againſt that Philiftize 
Giant, 1 Sam. 17. 45 knowing, that in his ownſtrengh 
he cannot prevail ; therefore he bcgs of God to teach 
his hands to war, and to ſtrenythen his fuger; 
fight, that he may be avenged on the Enemies of 
God, and of his Soul, and be made more thana Con- 
querour in and through the ſtrength and power of 
Chriſt Jeſus: It's from the Spirit and ſtrength of 
Chriſt, that any Soul is enabled to mortifie the deeds 
of the fleſh ; without this ſtrength, inſtead of mor. 
tifying our luſts, our luſts, to be ſure, would mort 
fie us, and lead us captive as it were bound hands and 
and feer, and triumph over us. | 
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4. In God is his ſtrength to fland it out againf 
ro refiſk and to overcome Satan's Temptations, The 
Tempter is ſtrong, and we are weak ; he did over 
come Man when he had no fin, and gave him a fad 
fall ; -even then, when he was in the re:tude of his 
Nature, when there was nothing within to take the 
Tempter's part : But now he hath much more poyer 
over us, becauſe we have a party within us, that 
upon every occaſion and temptation, is -ready to be- 
tray us, and to deliver us up unto him. So tit if 
we be not kept by the power of God through Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, unto ſalvation, we thall undoubtcd!y come F 
ſhort of the. Kingdom of God : We .have not; only | 
Hirſh and blood, but principalities and powers tO wrelle. 
withal. How ſhall we quench' the fiery; Darts 9 the 


ing; 


Devil? How ſhall we refift his firong Temptations,when "FF 
we 


b Ea are weak as Water, if we be not ſtrovg in the Lord, 


| FE” , upon Plalm: 73: 25, 26. 2x 


Y Þ and in the power of his might, and be not ſtrengthned 


the hand of the mighty God of Jagob > But God 


e Þ falls us, thit we have more with us, than we have 


 gpainſt us, though the Gates of Hel, and all the 
Power and Policy of that Kingdom of Darkneſs be 
eozped againſt us. He hath alſured us that he will 
he with us, and ſtrengthen us, and that the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt us. 


USE |. 


\Learn from hence, That ſuch as are without God 
we without ſirength : You are in the midſt of Ene- 
mics, and have no ſtrength to reſiſt them ; 'in the 
midſt ofdangers, and have,no ſtrength to fly or make 
2g eſcape, and ſo to deliver your own Souls. You 


_ Þ xe without ſtrength. for ative Obedience, you can: 


d nothing as you ought to do it, you are without 
ſrength for paſſive Obedience, you can bear and. 


» Þ& fiffer nothing as you ought to bearit; in a word, 


you have- ſtrength for nothing but to fight and re- + 
bel againſt God, and in fo doing you do but 4: 
* gaiuſt the pricks, you wound your own Souls, and 
add coals of fire ro your Eternal Flames. 
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Let the people of God have frequent recourſe un- 
| fotheir ſtrength, The name of the Lord is a ſtrong: 


Tower, the righteous fly unto it, and they are'ſate ; all 


v4 
PR: 8 
. Wo. 


% % 


{$xcll with them then, 
Is: 
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Let me tell you, that you are bur a feeble peiple of | 
your ſelves, every blaſt of Temptation will bloy you 
down ; every guſt of the wind of Affliftion, every | | 
waveand billow, will overcome and overwhelm you; |} 
every duty and ſervice will be too mighty for yaoi; 
therefore have recourſe to your ſtrength, keep clok 
to your ſtrength. You read: Prov. 3o. 26. That the 
Conteys are but a feeble Folk, therefore they dwell in 
the Goks Oh! go to the Rock that is higher than 
you, dwell in the Rock, and build upon the Rock; 
and this Rock will be a h:ding-place from the wind, a 
covert from the ſtorm, and afford a ſhadow unto you 
ina weary Land: You will find Zoney in this Rock || : 
to delight you, Water in this Rock to refreſh you, | 
Strength in-this Rock to ſupport and bear you up, || 
when your fleſhand your heart will fail you.This Rock Þ| 
will follow you whither ſoever you go, it will never 
leave you nor forſlake you: When you go throuwh } * 
the Fire, and the Water, you will find it preſent with | | 
you ; as //a. 43. z. When thou paſſeft thorow the Wa 
ters, I will be with thee, and thorow the Rivers, thy }. 
ſhall not overflow thee: When thou walkeſt thorow the }* 
Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, nesther ſhall the Flame |} 
kindle upon thee, None have ſuch a Rock as 'is our 
Rock ; we may appeal to the very Enemies of God } 
themſelves to be Judges, if they would ſpeak arbitrio }.; 
ſano, and judge according to evidence. Let us then F; 
fly to our Rock by Faith and Prayer ; let us get intothe 1 
clefts of it ; if we build upon this Rock, and put our Þ 
confidence in it, we ſhall never be moved. = 7 


2. God is the Beliewer's Portion. The people of: 'Y 
God are-the Lord's Portion, and Jacob is the Lot f $7 
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TT. . 20 Plalm 73. 25, 26: 27 
bis Inberitance---- And the Lord calls them bis pleaſayt 
Portion, Deut. 32. 9, ,.God indeed would. be very poor 
the World, and would have no, pleaſure in the 
5 Þ} works of his hands, were it not for them; . So God is 


F ther Portion, he hath made over himſelf by a deed 


gift, . to be their God, and their exceeding great Re- 
4 me And here I might ſhew you: , l 
s 1, What an enriching Portion God is. | 
; | , 2: What a Soul ſatisfying Vortion God is. And 
o | -- 3. What a Soul-ſaving Portion God is. 
, F But I have no time to enlarge upon theſe things : If 
| 5p God, you know it all, and abundantly more 
i | than] am able with words to expreſs. I ſhall there- 
+ | fore only ſhew you, firſt, how they came to-have this 
4 © Portion ; and then ſecondly, make ſome brief Applica- 
8 
. Firſt, Zow they came to have this goodly Portion, and 
« [tobe inſtated in ſuch an Taheritance, which is 7ncor- 
e | naftible, undefiled, and that fadeth.- not away. For 
C74 aſver, Fs 
d | | 
» firſt, Negatively, 1.. They w-re,not born to jt. Some 
1 |} among men. are. born to, great ,Portions, and large In- 
. France 5 [theſe are their ;birthrright, jand 2xtailed 
r | pad. thery as being the awfy/ Heirs of fuch and, ſuch 


perſons : But the Lord-kn:>ws, that we: are. all baſe- 
born,. becauſe born in ſin: Our Father was an Amorite, 
Yrb4:29%; Morber any Hittitey, and {g; wer are become 
{ Serurfad grneratian, ang.;are. Heirs of nothing but 

wWhath\gad.\Heil : We idid'\, no. ſooner /zve, Fi. we 
| © | 7 E | eicrved 


F but we deſerved that God ſhould give us our Portion 


28 A Funeral Sermon 
deſerved to die ; and no ſooner did we ſee the Light | 


@ 


among Devils and damned ones, in the Kingdom of 
. Darkneſs : In the Womb we were like the Cockatric 
Eee, fill'd with deadly Poyſon, and fince we camg 
thence, we have been like the troubled Sea, cating 
forth myre, filth and dirt. As we are Adan's (hi 
dren, if God ſhould pay us our Portion that belo 

unto us, it would undo us for ever. | 


.* 
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Secondly, They did not get this Portion by their 
own induſtry, labour and diligence. Sometimes among 
men the diligent hand makes rich ; and perſons born Fj 
to nothing come to acquife great things, and to pur 
chaſe tor themſelves large Revenues. But ſo it is nat fl 
here; this Portion was not acquired by us in this b 
way. Alas! what were we able to do in order to this, fl}; 
whoſe hearts are deceitful and deſperately wicked Bj. 
above all things ? as God, who knovw's us infinitely bet q 
ter than we know our ſelves, witneſſeth of us. We 
have nothing within us to principle any one good | 
aCtion : I the Tree be bad, ſo muſt the Fruit of necef 
ſity be. If we would attain to this of our ſelves, we | 
muſt firſt pay the debt which we owe to Juſtice for 
- our ſin; and then we muſt perform that ſinleſs-and Bip 
unſpotted obedience which the Law demands, Both 
which all the men on Earth, and I may add, all-the fy 
Saints and Angels in Heayen, are not able to dv. ln 
Thus negatively. "WIG VA. 2 OW 


TY 


' 2. And Pofitively. Ie are born agnin to it;"by hell 
Refurretion of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Per. 1.' 3. Who bail be-h 


gotrew us again wnto a lively hope by th6-Re/urrellin - 


upon Plalm 73. 25, 26. 29 
of Jeſu Chriſt : The meaning is, that being born 

gain, we flic to Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and by his Re- 
Sx Hon are aſſured, that God is reconciled, and 
that our Peace is made, our Debt is paid (for other- 

& F viſe he having been arreſted and laid in the Prifon of 
Te Grave, he had not riſen again and come forth 
fom thence, if full ſatisfaction had nor been given) 
th End thus we come to a lively hope, that now we are 
ood terms with God, and that he is become 
cur Father, and will be the portion of our Souls for 

cr. 


WF ST; 


| Hence we may be informed, That none are ſo rich 
a the prople of God : None ſo rich in poſſeſſion, none 


brich*in reverſion : Many of them ſeem to have no- 


ing, yet they poſſeſs all things : None can tell how 


i Frich they are, but they that can tell how rich God 
"Ys, for the riches of God are all theirs. 


DV SE IL 


| Tet the people of God wake uſe of their portion ; 

s men do, for the ſupply of thoſe things they 

"ed ; they go to their portion, and with that pro 
* Fare thoſe weceſſaries and conventences which they ' 

nant. Oh, let the people of God, go to their por- 

Fin . every day, and make uſe of it, for all they 

- Fant for their Bodies, or for their Souls, for their 
Jovard, and for their outward man, for Time and 
the br Eternity : There are ſome men of the world that 
£/ Wo not uſe their portion, Eccleſe 6, ver. 2. There is 
w- 4 E 2 | *a Mau 


as © % 
©," 


30 A Funeral Sermon © + J 
. a man to whom God hath gjven Riches, Wealth, and * 
Efonour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for his. Soul "| 
that he defireth ; yet he hath not power to eat ther. Þ 

of. By reaſon of inordinate Love, diſtruſtful Pro. 
vidence, and the incumbrances, of earthly imply. | 
ments, they hinder themſclves of the injoyment f | 
what they have ; and fo they are Poor in the midſt 
of their Riches, and Beggars in the midſt of thar' 'Þ. 
Abundance. There is as it were a Spell ſet upon 
their Eſtates, fothar their Wea!rHſays to them, Touch Þ 
nap, taſt not, handle not. They are like the Dog ; 
in the wheel, that toils all the day to Roaſt meat , 
for others eating. Truly many of Gods own pev- | 
| 


ple live exceedingly below their allowance, they live; 
as if they had nothing, were worth nothing, when 
they haye a rich Portion ; they have it, but they 
not uſe it : What comfort, what joy, what peace 
which. paſſeth all underſtanding, might they finding 
it, if they would live &y Fazth upon it? 


DV SE111. 


Let all be exhorted to get this Portion : Wint 
will you do ' when .your Fleſh and your © Heart fail 
eth, if God be not your Portion? What will you 

. do. when Death and Judgment comes, , if God-bt 
not your Portion > Oh Death will be deadly to you, 
if God be not :your Portion ; Judgment will be tx. 
rible and amazing, and you will be ready to cry 08. 
the Rocks, to the Hills and Mountains to fall upon. 
you, and to, hide you from the wrath of the bam! 
that ſits upon the Throne, if God be not your For 

tion. Oh pet this portion! I told you belore, tate 
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upon Pfalm 73: 25, 26. 31: 
Tis not procured/by our indeavour, we can't pur- 
F chaſe it by all that we are able to do; but this is 
"F procured by another ; there is anear Kinſman of ours; 
that hath redeemed this morgaged or loſt Inheri- 
Þ tance, that 18, Jelus Chriſt ; the right of Redemp» 
# © gon did velong to him, and he hath done the part 
# a Kinſman tor us. Now if we will 'come to him 
g poor, Miſerable and undone Creatures, - and. take 
ES this Inhericance thankfully out of his hands ; if we 
F vill receive it, in his rigtt, and ſubmit to his terms, 
- @ vhich are as reaſonable as can be deſired; then this 
'b Iaheritance is our own, and God will become our 
Portion again. Oh, ger this Portion, or you get no- 
Ve thing ; get this Portion, and you get all; this Por- 
Tf ton will make you happy in Lifeand Death, 


If God be your Portion, - if your Poſleſſions are 
in lower he will heighten the Fruition : He can croud 
"Fin abundance of comfort in a /irtle of the Crea- 
ture. He can make a ſingle Diſh out-vye a Feaſt, 
and the meaneſt fare, ſuppoſe a Dinner of green 
Herbs, to be ſweeter and better than a {talled Ox. 
With God a ſmall Stock, will be more comfortable 
and fatisfying than a large Revenue. Or if he ſuffer 
{ws to be bereaved of all, he himſelf will” be inſtead 
*of all.” Re hath taken to himſelf the names of all 
things needful- and comfortable, to intimate ro us, 
that healone ſtands forall they ſignity or are worth, 
Therefore he is - called a Portion, an Inheritance, 
8.42 Habitation, high Tower, Shade, Strength, De- 
+Wverer, Friend, Father, Husband, 9c. To let us xnow, 
Wat all theſe are nothing without him, and that he 
Man be all without theſe, 


Without 
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| Y . . . | x Ro 
Without this portion, when you come to. dy, 


not Angels but Devils will receive your Souls : and 
eternity will not be the meaſure of your joys but 
of your woes :- Oh think of your dying day, and 
how near you may be to that day, and be y 
wakened to make ſure of this portion. Death is rj. 
ding its Gzreait, up and down every day, it will ngt 
be long but it will come to us : it will come with" 
its Sythe, and Mow us down, it will come and take. 
down the Glaſs, and ſtop our breath, and tell'us tha®: 
we have lived our, laſt / Oh then, make ſureof this 
portion : and he will beyour God in Life, in Death, 
and after Death to all Eternity. Make ſure of this 
portion, or you will have the wicked mans: portion, 
Pſal. 11. 6. Opon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire 
and brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt ; this ſtall k 
ahe portion of their cup. 5: 


3. God is their everlaſting portion. 'A portion that 
they ſhall never leave, a portion that they ſhall ne 
ver loſe. For we muſt have a better and a mort'in-. 
during ſubſtance, than can be had and injoyed here: 
we ſhall outlive all theſe things, A portion in this 
world will not ſerve our turns, becauſe we are haſt, 
ning away out ofthis world into an everlaſting fatty 
and therefore muſt get an everlaſting portion : Alag 
A month may detoar us and all our portion that we 
have here, Zof. 5. 7. yea a week, a day, A night, 
may devour all; but the Godly mans portion is ever, 
laſting. God, faith the Pſalmiſt in the Text, is my; 
portion for ever. There's nothing but God a? 
ſuits the Souls nature; nothing but Gyd that ay? 
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i4 uþ0 Plalm 73. 25, 26. 33 

Fthe Souls Capacities, nothing but God that can 
law! the *Souls duration, Here is a Portion indeed 
kit is Cozrancous with the immortal Soul of man. 
bor all the perteQion that is here below we ſhall 
knſean end of it: As David faid, 1 have . ſeen as 


Wu of all perfection, Pſal. 119. 96. he ſpeaks not 


deery kind of perteQtion, but of all the perfedtions 


Wine £/2d: as for divine perfeCtions and injoyments 


£4 have no end; therefore an end of them cannot 


Whfcn ; bur all humane perfetions and injoyments 
"W& muſt and will end. By the fight of his eye, 


& tad ſeen an end of many humane perfections ; 
why the ſight of his mind he had ſeen an end of 
m all; ſome he had ſeen already ending, and. 
Fw of neceſſity that all miſt end. But the Godly 
Wy hath an everlaſting Portion, a Portion that 
kifurvive all the Viciſlitudes, and changes of time: 
ſatalperiod ſhall ever come to put an end to their 
mjment of this Portion, to denude or rob them 
(tis precious treaſure. 


Tithe enjoyment of this bleſſed and everlaſting Por. 
is or Friend (whoſe death was the occaſion of this 
Worſe) 25 gone ; and now all tears are wiped from her 
md /Le 75 bathing her ſelf inthoſe rivers of pleaſures 
Wir at Gods right hand for evermore.Tho' ſhe be dead, 
bet ſpeaketh ; «ſhe ſpeaketh to ber yoak-felluw and 
re that ſhe hath left behind,to live godly,righteouſly, 
Witerly in this preſent world, as ſhe did ; to mind 
Whrecious and immortal Souls, to provide for Fier- 
bd fo [y a good foundation againſt the time to come , 
lid, She ſpeaks to ws all, to be followers af them, 
Brough Faith aud patience: inherit the Wn s 
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Such a one ſhe was, under her long afflition thok T 
- groan, ſhe never grumbled ; though ſhe mai 
 * ſhe never murmured ; herearneſt defire was rathe 
her affliion ſanftifed to her, than remove. 
Asto life or death, ſhe left it wholly 70 Ged 
chuſing imfinitely rather to be at his diſpoſe thy 
I verily believe that if life and death had bee oy" 
a Pair of Balances, ſhe would not willing rl 
in one dram, to turn the Balance any way. Ws» 
dom of Heaven had already entred into. h -r; an : 
| had a longing deſire (if her time was come, a 
work done) toenter into it. 
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